
BIG PICTURE INITIATIVE
2018 Year in Review

Big Picture Initiative is a 501(C)(3) nonprofit organization



2018 Accomplishments Overview

• “Abraham Blue,” a 50-foot-mural on Peoria County 
Courthouse privately funded

• Big Picture Street Festival in Peoria’s Warehouse District:
• 4 new murals by professional artists
• 2 new murals by the community
• A collaboration of over 70 arts organizations and artists
• A chalk art competition
• Student participation
• Exposure to new businesses in the warehouse district
• Synergy created with people from all walks of life in our 

community
• Big Picture Film Festival at the Peoria Riverfront Museum

• 20 Filmmakers from Central Illinois
• 3 Student groups who participated in a summer school 

filmmaking class
• Exposure of Central Illinois filmmakers to a Hollywood script 

supervisor, a Chicago filmmaker, and a local talk show host
• Arts Education for Students

• 108 hours of teaching instruction for classes ranging from 7 to 
32 students 

• Weekly classes ongoing at Common Place Center
• 3 Summer School classes—2 mural painting at Glen Oak and 

Roosevelt and a video class at the Knoxville Center for Student 
Success
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Big Picture Initiative Inaugural Mural 

Mark Misselhorn, Big Picture Vice President, is joined by guest 
speakers Andrew Rand, Peoria County Chair; Jim Ardis, City of 
Peoria Mayor; Sid Ruckriegel, City of Peoria Councilperson; and 
John Morris, Peoria Riverfront Museum CEO and President.

Doug Leunig, “Abraham Blue,” artist and Big Picture Initiative co-founder

Well attended by the public and press.
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Big Picture Initiative Public Art Inaugural Mural

Photography: David Vernon

“Abraham Blue,” a 50’x30’ mural, and the installation were privately funded and unanimously approved 
for installation by the Peoria County Board



Publicity and News Coverage
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Big Picture Initiative Public Art Inaugural Mural

Peoria Journal Star, July 1

CI Proud, Oct 11 WMBD Radio, Oct 11

Core Construction Website, Oct 9



October 13, 2018

Street Festival
1200-1300 SW Adams

10am-6pm

Film Festival
Peoria Riverfront Museum

7-9:30pm
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Big Picture Arts Festival

A full house in Peoria Riverfront Museum’s Giant Screen Theater

Community paint-by-
number mural (top) 
and paint fling “Hello 
Peoria” mural
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Ads for Big Picture Arts Festival

Art & Society Magazine, Aug/Sept
20,000 readers plus e-newsletter to 3,000 subscribers

Peoria Art Guild Fine Art Fair Guide, Sept
Estimated 10,000 visitors

Amy Blaine’s Explore Peoria, 
mailing list of 19,000
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Digital Billboards in 4 Prominent Locations
from Sept 17-Oct 6
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Posters Placed in Stores and Restaurants
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Promos for Big Picture

2500 Promo Cards given out at First Fridays, 
Riverfront Market,  stores, and distributed by 

our team of 40 volunteers

E-Blast and Social Media Handout at Ignite Peoria Facebook Posts

BigPicturePeoria.org
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Print Exposure

Peoria County Chronicle Peoria Area Convention 
and Visitor Bureau 
Experience Guide

The Community Word,  
Aug and Oct issues

Peoria Journal Star, Oct 7, Oct 10, and Oct 14
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Online Media Exposure

ArtsPartners of 
Central Illinois

Peoria Magazines

Peoria Park District

Peoria Riverfront 
Association
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Online Media Exposure

Peoria Riverfront Museum

City of Peoria
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Broadcast Media Exposure

Big Picture Team Members and Artists Were Invited to Appear 
on Morning Talk Shows, Afternoon Talk Shows, Radio Programs 
and Online Programs
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Social Media Streaming
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Hot Links to Media Coverage of Big Picture

Enjoy Peoria

Out and About with Nathan Irwin: Peoria Public Radio

Good Day Central Illinois: CI Proud

Peoria County Chronicle

Living Well: CI Proud

Herald-Review

Peoria Journal Star, October 13

The Community Word: August

The Community Word: October

WMBD 1470

Videogenique: Abraham Blue

CI Proud Local News (Festival Recap)

CI Proud Local News (PreFestival)

Peoria Journal Star, October 9

Peoria Journal Star, October 4

Core Construction Website

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UwfgIbi4OV4
http://www.peoriapublicradio.org/post/peoria-big-picture-comes-warehouse-district-street-art-film-festival#stream/0
https://www.centralillinoisproud.com/good-day-central-illinois/big-picture-street-film-festival/1506889402
http://chronicleillinois.com/news/peoria-county-news/artists-to-explore-the-big-picture-at-interactive-warehouse-district-show-fine-arts-peoria/
https://www.centralillinoisproud.com/news/living-well/big-picture-peoria/1520127892
https://herald-review.com/news/state-and-regional/abraham-blue-may-soon-be-looking-down-from-peoria-courthouse/article_54ebd2dc-b305-57cf-a9f6-fa2b14fbeac4.html
https://www.pjstar.com/photogallery/IP/20181013/NEWS/101309995/PH/1
http://thecommunityword.com/online/blog/2018/07/31/art-what-is-it-good-for-big-picture-film-festival/
http://thecommunityword.com/online/blog/2018/09/26/art-what-is-it-good-for-the-face-of-peoria-is-changing/
https://www.1470wmbd.com/abraham-blue-dedicated-in-downtown-peoria/
https://vimeo.com/295245367
https://www.centralillinoisproud.com/news/local-news/big-picture-initiative-hopes-to-bring-art-teachers-to-the-community/1522023617
https://www.centralillinoisproud.com/news/local-news/central-illinois-artist-s-work-displayed-downtown/1517734265
https://www.pjstar.com/photogallery/IP/20181009/NEWS/100909999/PH/1?start=2
https://www.pjstar.com/entertainmentlife/20181004/art-of-all-kind-to-be-celebrated-at-big-picture-street-and-film-fest-in-peoria-on-oct-13
http://www.coreconstruction.com/core-news-lincoln-blue-watching/
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Experience the Festival through the Camera

(click to play)

(click to play)

https://vimeo.com/295320595
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQMSafu4SbE
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Outcomes
• 4 new public murals by professional artists on display in the 

Warehouse District
• 2 new public murals created by members of the community
• Collaboration with artists and arts organizations
• Exposure to new businesses in the festival blocks
• Bradley students and Manual GLOW participation
• Synergy created with people from all walks of life in our community

Meyer Block Building Murals by Brenda Gentry and Megan Couri. 1311 SW Adams

Gabbert Art Park Murals by Brett Fitzgerald and international artist Ard Doko, 1323 SW Adams

“Hello Peoria”
Abstract art by the public during the festival, “Hello Peoria” stencil by 
Chelsie Tamms, and Stencil Painting by Joe Gabbert and Nick Carmack 

Permanent display at 1318 SW Adams

“The Beatles”
Art by Bob Doucette, Paint-by-number design by Doug Leunig,

Painted by the public during the festival.
Currently on display at Gabbert Art Park, 1323 SW Adams
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Big Picture Arts Festival Collaborative Effort

Artists and Arts Organizations
• Bob Doucette
• CWTC
• Gerald M. Brookhart Arts in Education Spring 

Celebration
• Gene-O Mialkowski
• Ghostbusters Peoria
• GLOW from Manual with Trish Williams
• Live Abbey Road Peoria
• Peoria Art Guild
• Quila Dixon Makeup
• Soulside Healing Arts
• The Peoria Playhouse Children’s Museum
• Tom Slotten
• TJ Byard
• William Butler
• Yaku Peoria

Performances
• Bryan Blanks—Program Director
• Central Illinois Ballet
• Corn Stock Theater
• Williamsfield High School: A TRUTHRIGHT 

Production
• P413 Dance Troupe
• Peoria Players Theater
• The Peoria Area Performing Arts Studio
• Varwig Studios

Musicians
• Chris Stevens
• Gentle Gorilla
• Joe Couri and War 

Muhammad
• Matt Maeson
• Phanie Rae & The Soul 

Shakers
• Projekts Music
• The Road Less Traveled

Breakdancing
• BCIA and Dopestylez Crew
• DJ MacDon

Cars as Art
• Darius Donaldson

Plus
• 35 Chalk Artists and Artist Teams
• 20 Filmmakers and Filmmaking 

Teams including 3 students teams 
who participated in a collaborative 
education effort between Peoria 
Public Schools and Big Picture



Big Picture Film Festival
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Allison Walsh with judges Helen Caldwell, Better Call Saul; Mary 
Givens, Mics Uncut, and Seth Henrikson, Pottersville 

Big Picture Program Director Allison Walsh

Summer Mural Class at Roosevelt School

Second Place Winner: Brandon Towns

Peoria Riverfront Museum 7:00-9:30 PM

Full capacity in the Giant Screen Theater First Place Winner: Tanner Robinson and team

Third Place Winners: Jeffrey Nobel and Jean Quest



Arts in After-School and Summer School

• 108 hours of teaching instruction for classes ranging from 7 to 32 students 
• Weekly classes ongoing at Common Place Center
• 3 Summer School classes—2 mural painting at Glen Oak and Roosevelt and a 

video class at the Knoxville Center for Student Success
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Summer Mural Class at Glen Oak SchoolCartooning Class at East Bluff 
Community Center

Summer Mural Class at Roosevelt SchoolSummer Mural Class at Roosevelt School
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Platinum Legacy
~Sharon & John Amdall
~Gilmore Foundation

~Doug and Eileen Leunig

Bold Visionary
~Flo & Sid Banwart

~Georgia & Christopher Glynn
~Tourism Reserve Fund Board

Community Builder
~Simantel

~Will & Cathy Williams

Community Canvas
~Andrew Rand

~Community Foundation of Central Illinois
~Molly Richmond

~Mary Lemmons & David Walvoord
~Mark & Maggie Misselhorn
~Prairie Center of the Arts

In the Picture
~apaceDesign

~Tom and Vicky Carney
~Denis and Jeanie Cyr

~Illinois American Water
~Mark & Susie Ketterer

~Archie Lyons
~Erica Mancuso
~Muir Graphics
~Sid Ruckriegel

Thanks to Our 2018 Major Donors
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Thanks to Our 2018 Major Sponsors
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Thanks to Our 2018 Draw for a Cause
Chalk Art Sponsors


